
 
Coffee and tea in church after Mass.  Please stay. 

11:30 May Procession to King’s Head. 

Shared lunch in Church 

This week:  Divine Office - Psalter week 4. 

Mon: 9.30 am  Mass. (Acts 11 v. 1-18;  Matt. 13 v. 54-58.) 
 Int:  Craftspeople and industrial workers 
Teas / Coffees for Street Fayre Day. 

Tue: St Athanasius 
9.30 am   Mass.  (Acts 11 v. 19-26;  John 10 v. 22-30.) 
 Int:  Forward in Faith Society Parishes 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm Teas/Coffees in Church 

Wed: S.S. Philip & James, Apostles  (Feast) 
8.00 am Mass. (1 Cor. 15 v. 1-8;  John 14 v. 6-14) 
 Int:  Our Bishops 

Thur: English Martyrs  (Feast) 
9.30 am Mass. (Acts 7 v. 55-60;  Matt. 10 v. 17-20.) 
 Int:  Persecuted Christians 

Fri: 9:30 am Mass. (Acts 13 v.26-33;  John 14 v.1-6.) 
 Int:  King Charles III 

Sat: 5:00 pm 1st Mass of Sunday (Readings as tomorrow) 
 Int:  King Charles III 

Next Sunday – Fifth of Easter 
9.30am Parish Mass & Address; prayers for King Charles III and National 

Anthem. Coffee and tea, followed by Blessing of Tree to 
commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee   

  (Acts 6 v.1-7;  I Peter 2 v. 4-9;  John 14 v. 1-12.) 

NOTICES: 

1. Christian Aid Week starts on 14th May and concludes 20th May. 

2. The Friends of St Mary’s are serving tea, coffee and cake on Monday at the time 
of the MCC street fayre. There will also be a stall in the porch selling plants and 
bric-a-brac, for the Friends of St Mary’s. If you have any saleable plants or bric-a 
brac, you’re welcome to bring them on a ‘sale or return’ basis. 

 

 
 

30th April 2023 
PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, MENDLESHAM 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (A) – Good Shepherd Sunday 

Theme:  Sheep wander all over a hillside and easily become lost.  As God’s flock we 
are guided not by fear of a sheepdog but by the loving hand of a Shepherd, who leads 
us on our way. 

Entrance Hymn:  365 v. 1   Prayers for the departed  Hymn:  v 2 - 5 

PENITENTIAL RITE 

Celebrant: Forgive us Lord, when we have not allowed you, the Good Shepherd, to 
guide us along the right path.  Lord have mercy. 

People: (sing) Kyrie Eleison (Ukrainian setting) 

Celebrant: Forgive us Lord, when we say ‘no’ to you and do not take up the challenge.  
Christ have mercy.   People: Christe Eleison 

Celebrant: Forgive us Lord, for not rejoicing enough in God our Saviour. Lord have 
mercy. People: Kyrie Eleison 

CELEBRANT PROCLAIMS GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

GLORIA:  John Allen Easter Setting 

OPENING PRAYER: Let us pray that Christ our Shepherd will lead us through the 
difficulties of this life. Almighty and ever-living God, give us new strength from the 
courage of Christ our Shepherd and lead us to join the saints in heaven, where he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD OF GOD: 

1st Reading:  Acts 2 v. 14, 36-41.  Peter’s audience is moved when they hear that God 
has made the crucified one both Lord and Messiah.  As a sign of their repentance they 
are all baptised in the name of Jesus. 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd 
in a loud voice:  ‘The whole House of Israel can be certain that God has made this 
Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What 
must we do, brothers?’  ‘You must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you 
must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise that was made is for you and 
your children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our 
God will call to himself.’  He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, 
and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’  They were 
convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised.  
That very day about three thousand were added to their number. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Psalm 23) 

 The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me to revive my drooping spirit.   



He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff, with these you give me comfort. 

    The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil, my cup is overflowing.    

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house I shall dwell for ever and ever.    

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2 v. 20-25. This passage praises Christ as the innocent sufferer 
– who does not meet violence with violence.  Through his wounds we have been healed. 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished 
after doing your duty. 

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an 
example for you to follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there 
had been no perjury in his mouth.  He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; 
when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He 
was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults 
and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed.  You had gone astray 
like sheep but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

Gospel Hymn:  365 v 6 

Acclamation:   Alleluia! Alleluia; I am the good shepherd, says the Lord.  I know 
my sheep and my own know me.  Alleluia! 

Gospel:  John 10 v. 1-10. Jesus speaks of himself as the good shepherd who knows 
his sheep by name and leads them to safety.  He then speaks of himself as the gate: 
anyone who enters through it will be safe. 

Jesus said:  ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold 
through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand.  The one who 
enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the 
sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out.  When 
he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because 
they know his voice.  They never follow a stranger but run away from him:  they do 
not recognise the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling 
it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the 
sheepfold.  All others who have come are thieves and brigands; but the sheep took 
no notice of them.  I am the gate.  Anyone who enters through me will be safe: he 
will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I have come so that they may 
have life and have it to the full. 

Crowning of May Queen, Hannah and attendants Leah and Khalia 

ADDRESS CREED:  Apostles’ Creed (page 8 of hymn book). 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL: 

Celebrant: Today’s Gospel shows Jesus as our Shepherd. Let us ask the help of our 
Lord for all who lead, protect or guide others.  

Reader: Let us pray for our Bishops, who have been given the responsibility of being 
shepherds and for parents, teachers, priests and all leaders, that they may remember 
that they lead others to God by the example of their lives as much as by what they say. 

We pray for all who have wandered far from the flock of God, whether through hurt or 
apathy. May they rediscover their faith and experience again the power of the Good 
News in their lives. 

Let us pray for vocations to the priesthood: that more people may hear the call to become 
shepherds to the flock of Christ. 

Let us pray for all who suffer in mind or body that they may know God’s love for them, 
We pray for Angela Wilson, Marjorie Rousseau, Jessica Mercer, Jan Robinson, Eric 
Bauly and Julie Gray and pray for their continued healing. 

Let us pray for all who have died in the hope of resurrection, especially those dear to us, 
that the Lord will welcome them into His presence. We pray for Jose Pereira, whose 
funeral was on Friday (pause while a candle is lit) and Ethel Hurford, Catherine Kitchen, 
Anna Rodlief, Aiden Jones, Stephen Crysell, Norman Giraud-Saunders, Dulcibel Brown, 
Herbert Pedlar, Ruth Hamilton, Sophie Jones, Olive Footer, Fred Green, Beryl Donze 
and Betsy Colchester, whose anniversaries fall at this time. 

Let us ask Mary who had the responsibility and joy of bringing up God’s Son to pray with 
us for all who depend on us  - Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed 
art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

S I L E N C E 
All:  Almighty God, we bless you for giving us your Son to be Shepherd of your 
people. Grant that we who are strengthened by His risen presence may follow him 
in our daily life. This we ask for your glory’s sake.  Amen. 

Mass continues on hymn book page 9. 

Offertory Hymn:  388 v. 1 & 2.  Offertory Prayers   Hymn:  v. 3 to end. 

SANCTUS  & MYSTERY OF FAITH:  John Allen Easter setting. 

Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ in the most holy sacrament, 
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in excelsis. 

Agnus Dei. John Allen Easter setting  

Communicants of other denominations are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you 
would like a blessing, please bring your hymn book to the altar rail. 

Hymns at Holy Communion:  401, 500 

Hymn at Ablutions:  312 

Post Communion prayer   Regina Coeli Notices  Blessing 

Recessional Hymn:  281 


