
Coffee and tea in church after Mass.  Please stay for this. 
This week:        Divine Office - Psalter week 1. 
 
Mon:    9.30am Mass.  Int:  Christian Aid.  (1 Ezra 1v.1-6; Luke 8v.16-18) 

 
Tues:    S.S. COSMOS & DAMIEN  
            9:30.  Mass Int: Friends of St. Mary’s.  
                     (Ezra 6 v.7-8, 12,14-20, Luke 8v.19-21) 
  10.30 – 12.30: coffee and cake in church 
  
Wed:   St. Vincent de Paul 
     9:30   Mass     Int: All carers.   (Ezra 9v.5-9, Luke 9 v.1-6)  
  
Thurs:  St. Wenceslaus 
             9:30  Mass.  Int: King and Government.   
                      (1 Hag 1 v.1-8; Luke 9 v.7-9) 
. 
Fri:   S.S MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL. (feast) 
             9:30  Mass.  (Rev 12 v.7-12; John 1 v.47-51)  Int:  Thanksgiving for Angels 
             1:00  Funeral – Heather Redhead 

 
Sat:   St. Jerome 
   10:00  1st Mass of Sunday.  (Readings as on Sunday)   
                       Int:  Greater knowledge of Scripture 
             4:00   Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Next Sunday -  26th of Year A. 
 9.30am  Parish Mass & Address & Baptism & Blessing of clothing for     
                          homeless  (Ezekiel 18 v 25-28; Philippians 2 v 1-11, Matt. 2 v 28-32) 
         11:30       PCC in Church.  Shared lunch 
  
 

NOTICES 
 

1.    PCC members - Please make every effort to be at next Sunday’s meeting. 
2.    Antiques Road Show in aid of Friend’s of St. Mary’s is on Fri 6th Oct at 7:30pm 
3.    Please bring good clothing and blankets next Sunday for homeless etc. St.  
       Martin’s Norwich 
4.    Please bring harvest gifts – 8th Oct for homeless in Norwich. 
5.    Next Healing Service is Thurs 12th Oct. 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“I am not sure exactly what Heaven will be like, but I know that when we die and it comes 
time for God to judge us, He will not ask, ”How many good things have you done in your 
life?”: rather He will ask, “How much love did you put into what you did?”     

(Mother Teresa of Calcutta: 1910-1997) 

(Please keep silence from 9.25am to prepare for Mass.) 
                                                                                             24th September 2023 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, MENDLESHAM 
25th of Year A 

Theme: God our Father is generous with His gifts. He shows His love in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. He calls us to walk in His way and to reflect His love with similar generosity. 

Entrance Hymn:  134 v 1-3. 

PENITENTIAL RITE. 
Celebrant: Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have been envious of others to whom 

God has apparently given more.  Lord have mercy. 
People:  (sing) KYRIE ELEISON (Ukrainian setting) 
Celebrant:  Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have resented newcomers into our part 

of the vineyard.   Christ have mercy. 
People:  CHRISTE ELEISON 
Celebrant: Forgive us, Lord, for sometimes thinking that we have more right to God’s 

favours than others.  Lord have mercy. 
People:  KYRIE ELEISON 

Celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness 

GLORIA:  St Thomas setting.  (Words and music on paper.) 

OPENING PRAYER:   Let us pray that we will grow in the love of God and of one 
another. Father, guide creation according to your law of love. May we love one another 
and come to perfection in the eternal life prepared for us. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD OF GOD: 
1st Reading: Isaiah 55 v. 6-9:   In the first reading the prophet Isaiah brings home to us 
that God’s eagerness to forgive totally exceeds our own. 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near. Let the wicked 
man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord who will 
take pity on him, to our God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as 
high above earth as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 144    The Lord is close to all who call him. 
 

I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name forever. 
The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured. 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. 
 

 
The Lord is just in all his ways,  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him,   
who call on him from their hearts.  

 



2nd Reading: Philippians 1 v. 20-24, 27: The only thing that matters is to be one with 
Christ. We are to seek the Lord above all. 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of 
course, is Christ, but then death would bring me something more; but then again, if 
living in this body means doing work which is having good results – I do not know what 
I should choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone and be with Christ, 
which would be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more 
urgent need for your sake. 
 Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Gospel Hymn: 134 v. 4. 

Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia! Blessings on the King who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens!  Alleluia! 

Gospel:  Matthew 20 v. 1-16:  This parable is about the generosity of God. It is a 
generosity which confounds us and undermines our own mean way of thinking. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at 
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for 
one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he 
saw others standing idle in the market place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard 
too and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at 
about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why have you 
been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us” they answered. He 
said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last 
arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh hour 
came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to 
get more, but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the 
landowner. “The men who came last” they said, “have done only one hour, and you 
have treated them the same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the 
heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did 
we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last 
comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be 
envious because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last. 

ADDRESS CREED:  (Page 7 hymn book - Nicene Creed.) 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL: 
Celebrant:  We can bring our many needs before the Lord with confidence because we 
know He is more generous than we can understand. The Lord is close to us when we 
call to Him. 

Reader:  Let us pray for all employers. May they reconcile profits for their companies 
with the rights and dignity of each employee, so that the purpose of work in God’s plan 
is not debased. 

We pray for a spirit of thanksgiving that we have the health to work; may we count our 
blessings and perform all our tasks with gladness and dedication. 

We pray for those who are out of work at this time and ask that they may find real and 

practical help; we pray for those who have work, that they may grow through their labour.  

Let us pray for every member of the Body of Christ that we may always be generous 
with the love we have received and that we may serve God, not out of a desire for 
rewards but simply out of a desire to return his love. 

We pray for those who have been misled or alienated from the message of the Gospel 
by the failure of the Christian community. May we reveal the true nature of the love of 
Christ to them. 

Let us pray for all ordained ministers in the church - for Fr. Philip who has kept his 
ordination anniversary.  May he be blessed in his vocation as he labours in the Lord’s 
vineyard. 

Let us pray for a fuller life for the sick and the disabled who are unable to earn their own 
living. We pray for all those prayed for at Shrine prayers and all who come to this church 
for the sacrament of Anointing and Reconciliation. We continue to pray for Jean Martin, 
Marjorie Rousseau, Clive Cook, Jenny Ellwood, Jan Ross, Julie & Andrew Gray, Angie 
Wilson and Jim Wilson 

Let us pray for the departed members of our community, that they may share in the 
glory and happiness of heaven.  We pray for Alwyn Vincent, Dennis Baker, Matilda 
Webb, Sally Sanderson, Reginald Tye; Thomas O’Connor; Dennis Ward; William Kay, 
Pat Sawyer, Muriel Coxworthy, Anthony Giraud-Saunders; Helen Hendry; William 
Stobart, John Spenser, Thelma Sawyer and Roly Baker, whose anniversaries fall at this 
time. 

Let us join in prayer with Mary, our Mother - Hail Mary full of grace; the Lord is with 
thee. blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

S I L E N C E 

All: God our Father, your generosity gives us hope and faith. Grant us the grace 
to remain faithful to the promises we have made. May we learn to be as generous 
as you are. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Offertory Hymn: 294 v. 1 & 2.  Offertory Prayers  Hymn 294 v. 3 & 4.  
(Mass continues on page 9 of the hymn book.) 

SANCTUS:  St Thomas setting. Mystery of Faith: St Thomas setting. 

Blessed and praised be Jesus Christ in the most Holy Sacrament. 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in excelsis. 

AGNUS DEI:  St Thomas setting. 

Communicants of other denominations are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you are not 
a Communicant and/or would like a blessing, please take your hymn book to the altar rail. 

Hymn at Holy Communion: 179, 297 (Please join in.)     

Hymn at Ablutions:  104. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER   ANGELUS  Notices  BLESSING 

Recessional Hymn: 13 (Hymn book supplement) 


